
Towards the end of 2005 after I was first diagnosed with prostate cancer 
it was suggested that a support group be formed for the local area, 
meetings would take place on a monthly basis. In the first few months the 
average attendance was about 8 including our clinical nurse specialist in 
urological cancer. As membership grew it was decided that we should 

form a committee and in 2006 I was asked to be the Chairman. 

We attained charitable status in 2009 and that has allowed us to bid for 
different funding streams. This in turn has allowed our group to grow and 
help many more prostate cancer patients and their families in North 

Staffordshire. 

At present our membership is in excess of 200 with approximately  90 
patients and carers regularly attending meetings. Also with hard work in 
the last two years we have secured funds to cover the general running 
costs of the group for the next 3 years. Everyone and anyone is welcome, 

whether it is the sufferer or the suffererôs family and friends.  

Please come and join in the meetings, there is no cost and I think you will 
be pleasantly surprised at the format of the evening and the guest 

speakers and their presentations.  
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Ken and Ron pose for a photograph and renew their friendship with the 
students from Maryhill High School. The girls help to research and design the 
website for the group. We would like to add a special thanks to John Dooley, 
who gave his time and expertise so freely to enable the website to become a 
reality. Thanks also to Staffs County Council and Kidsgrove Town Council who 
have given grants to the school so that they may expand their  
community activities. Mary Maxfield, a Town and County councillor helped the 
school submit the bids and we look forward to working with Mary in the future. 

http://nsprostatecancer.org.uk/index.html


 

North Staffs Prostate Cancer Support Group  

Structure 2010 at a glance  

The Committee  
Members of the organising committee come from a variety of backgrounds. We have a man from the 
Pru, a civil servant, teacher, nurse, foundry worker, financial specialists and even a man of the cloth! 
Some of them are retired others still work full time. All have one thing in common that is a  
desire to help and support all those affected by prostate cancer in the local area and whenever  
possible nationally. A recent questionnaire to the committee shows their answers to be very similar. 
They have a vision for the long term future of the group, they  
realise that recruiting and retaining members is key if the group is to succeed.   
Ken Smedley explained ñWe the current committee must be able to pass on our experiences of  
running the group to other members, so that it continues in the years to comeò. Arthur Wakelin 
 reflects that thought ñI would never have imagined that we would be at the strength that we are 
 todayò. Ron Hillman states  ñwe need the group to support as many families as possible in the  
coming years so the group can improve and growò.  
The group agree that the other priority area for the members and the group to be involved in is the 
awareness raising activities in the community. Clive Stevenson ñI will continue to attend awareness 
events to inform the general public about prostate cancerò. Margaret Turner, our secretary echoes 
those thoughts, ñthe group must work to make the public aware of prostate cancer and the benefit of 
early detectionò. 
Link Teams  
These members are willing to communicate with other patients on the treatment they have  
received, or waiting to receive in the future, they are happy to share where they are now in their lives 
living and coping with cancer. 
Awareness Teams  
These members are willing to volunteer their time in attending different venues throughout the year. 
Their task is engage with the public and handout flyers with contact details and promotional  
materials. This is a priority area for our group, we have recently helped a similar group in Cardiff by 
informing them about the history and operation of our group. 
The Trustees  
We achieved registered charity status in 2009, therefore we have to have named trustees who are 
accountable to the Charities Commission. Some members of the committee are also trustees they 
meet on a quarterly basis. 
 
 


